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Martin Luther King on Vietnam War
Question 1
Martin Luther King strongly opposed the Vietnam War, but was personally apprehensive that publicly condemning the foreign policy of the United States posed a threat to his relationship with then president, President Lyndon B. Johnson (Americanrhetoric.com, 2018). President Johnson had indicated that he was ready to negotiate a diplomatic end of War besides being instrumental towards the implementation of Civil Rights legislation. During the yearly Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Luther called for a halt of plans to bomb Northern Vietnam. Luther called for the empowerment of international bodies such as the United Nations to negotiate and mediate the conflict (Americanrhetoric.com, 2018).
 In addition, Luther argued that such positive steps will eventually build a new spirit of common confidence by breaking the cycle of global violence, mistrust and (Corbett, 2007). By framing the Vietnam War as a moral issue, Luther supported the president’s call for diplomacy and economic development.  Personally, I agree with Luther’s opposition towards Vietnam War because he hoped to expand his efforts regarding Civil War including the possibility of causing harm to the African American struggle to attain freedom. For this reason, Martin Luther King was right to avoid being labelled a communist because it would have diminished his influence regarding the struggle for civil rights in the United States (Zinn, 2019). 
Question 2, 3 and 4
On March 16, 1968, a company of United States soldiers heinously murdered innocent and unarmed civilians consisting of senior people, children and women in My Lai village, during the Vietnam War (Zinn, 2019). While many opposed King’s stance on the Vietnam War, popular scholars such as Cornel West praised his efforts of creating a continuously distinct and powerful society. Such sentiments have been overly supported through art such as McMurtry’s song We Can’t Make it here Anymore, which is a snarling indictment of the political elite class’s involvement in abuse of power, spread of global war including the poor economic state of the United States (Corbett, 2007).  
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